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Good evening, my name is Rachel Swanteson-Franz and [ am a Legal Intern at the
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF). I am testifying today to highlight the serious health impacts
from the pollutants regulated under the MATS program, specifically to my home state of New
Mexico, and to urge the EPA to not repeal the more protective 2024 updates. This proposed
repeal would set us back 13 years. That is 13 years of advances in science and technology that
have shown how technically and economically feasible it is to reduce these emissions. This
repeal would have long-term negative health impacts on communities across the country, but
especially for New Mexico communities where the cumulative health impacts of legacy pollution
are high yet access to reliable healthcare is limited.

The EPA is required under the Clean Air Act to set standards reflecting the maximum
achievable emissions reductions for these hazardous air pollutants (HAPs). The proposed repeal
does not represent the maximum achievable reductions. The EPA ignores the public health costs
of increased emissions due to a repeal. However, in New Mexico — the costs are great. New
Mexico residents already bear a large pollution burden of contamination from coal and uranium
mining.! We also bear a large pollution burden from ongoing oil and gas extraction.
Additionally, New Mexicans have lower access to healthcare than many other communities and
have higher incidents of diseases that are exacerbated by exposure to HAPs.? For New Mexico,
the health impacts from increased HAPs will be particularly salient.

Reducing HAP emissions is important because of their devastating health impacts,
especially in communities overburdened by other environmental and socioeconomic harms.
Mercury emissions from power plants have many harmful health impacts, including
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cardiovascular effects such as deadly heart attacks and hypertension, as well as neurological
effects for children, such as lost IQ points, and delayed development of memory, language, and
motor skills.? Non-mercury metal HAPs also pose significant risks. Nickel, arsenic, and
hexavalent chromium are associated with cancer and pose other health risks, such as liver and
kidney damage or reproductive system harm.* Lead exposure increases risks of cardiovascular
disease, reduced fertility, and cognitive impairment in children.®> Overall, these emissions from
EGUs are actively endangering the health and well-being of residents, families, children, and
workers living and working near these plants.

New Mexico has one remaining coal-fired power plant in operation. The Four Corners
Power Plant (FCPP), located in far northwest New Mexico on Navajo Nation, is polluting an
area whose population has been downstream of many extractive industries and is particularly
impacted by a legacy of coal mining.® Many people on Navajo Nation use wood and coal to heat
their homes,’ meaning they already have higher lifetime exposure to HAPs and other dangerous
pollutants® before accounting for power plant emissions. Studies also show that fish and sheep,
both dietary staples in the area, have higher levels of mercury and other heavy metals—from
multiple sources including the Four Corners Power Plant.” Moreover, among many other
concerning health statistics, New Mexico also has a higher than national average of Low-Birth-
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Weight rates which is likely exacerbated by exposure to HAPs.!? Finally, while the FCPP is the
only active plant in New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and Texas all have coal-fired power plants
within fifty to 100 miles of New Mexico towns.!! Thus, a repeal of the 2024 MATS rule will
harm many New Mexico communities.

Lastly, as of 2023, forty-seven percent of New Mexico’s electricity was generated by
renewable energy.'? New Mexico ranks top ten in the nation for renewable energy generation
and has already exceeded state statutory renewable energy goals.!> While coal is still part of the
state’s electricity generation, it has declined by ninety percent over the last two decades'* and
will continue to decline due to state requirements.'> State regulators made the choice to move
away from coal in part because of the long-term cost savings offered by the transition. !¢ States
like New Mexico are already looking towards the future and moving away from coal—this
repeal would unjustifiably excuse the owners of these uneconomic plants from cleaning up their
health-harming pollution while having long lasting negative health impacts on vulnerable
communities.

EDF urges the EPA to keep the stronger 2024 MATS standards in place to protect public
health. We thank EPA for convening this important public hearing on the proposed repeal and
considering these views. We also ask EPA to hold additional public hearing sessions, as the
Clean Air Act requires EPA to do, to ensure all those who would like to provide oral testimony
can do so. Thank you.
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15 Id.; Hannah Grover, Trump Looks to Save Coal, What Could That Mean for New Mexico, N.M. POL. REP. (Mar.
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16 PUB. SERV. CO. OF N.M., 2023 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN at 24 (2023),
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