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Defining Energy Equity 



Energy Justice, Energy Equity, Energy 
Democracy 
● Energy Justice and Energy Equity have been used interchangeably in many advocate 

circles 
○ “The goal of achieving equity in both the social and economic participation in the energy 

system, while also remediating social, economic, and health burdens on those by the energy 
system.”

● “Energy Democracy is about empowering communities and individuals to take control 
of their energy future. Under Energy Democracy, working people, low-income 
communities, and communities of color and their allies, take control of energy 
resources and decision-making from the corporate energy establishment and use 
those resources to empower their communities.”
○ Decentralized 
○ Democratized
○ (Re)Distributed
○ Diversified

https://iejusa.org/section-1-defining-energy-justice/
https://energydemocracy.us/people-powered-energy-model/

https://iejusa.org/section-1-defining-energy-justice/
https://energydemocracy.us/people-powered-energy-model/


Achieving Energy Equity: Just Transition 



Measuring Energy Equity 
in 4 Dimensions



Dimension 1: Recognition

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf


Dimension 2: Procedural

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf


https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf


https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf


Dimension 3: Distributive

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf


Dimension 4: Restorative 

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf


Achieving Energy Equity 

1. Review equity prompts 
2. Map out a process for co-creation with frontline 

communities 
3. Define equity dimensions 
4. Co-create principles for each dimension
5. Set equity targets
6. Establish metrics for accountability 
7. Develop a process for collecting and transparently 

sharing data 
8. Establish best practices and use of qualitative data 
9. Define roles and responsibilities for implementation 

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf

https://energyequityproject.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/220174_EEP_Report_8302022.pdf


Energy Equity Work in 
Progress



California: Energy Equity Indicators 

“California Energy Commission manages data 
known as Energy Equity Indicators to help 
identify opportunities to improve access to clean 
energy technologies for low-income customers 
and disadvantaged communities, increase clean 
energy investment in those communities, and 
improve community resilience to grid outages 
and extreme events.”

https://caenergy.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=d081a369a0044d77ba8e8
0d2ff671c93 

https://caenergy.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=d081a369a0044d77ba8e80d2ff671c93
https://caenergy.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=d081a369a0044d77ba8e80d2ff671c93


California: Energy Equity Indicators 

From the CEC Website: 
● Access. Advance access to clean energy, including actions 

to increase availability of product selection options, access 
high-quality jobs, expand small business contracting 
opportunities, and improve access to non-debt financing 
offerings.

● Investment. Increase clean energy investment in 
low-income and disadvantaged communities, including 
technology development and demonstration funding, 
infrastructure investments, emergency preparedness, 
technical assistance, and local capacity building. Capacity 
building includes workforce development, small business 
development, outreach, and education for clean energy.

● Resilience. Improve local energy-related resilience, 
defined as energy services to support the ability of local 
communities to recover from grid outages and enjoy 
affordable energy in a changing climate. Local energy 
resilience includes energy reliability, energy affordability, 
health, and safety.

https://caenergy.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=d081a369a0044d77ba8e8
0d2ff671c93 

https://caenergy.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=d081a369a0044d77ba8e80d2ff671c93
https://caenergy.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=d081a369a0044d77ba8e80d2ff671c93


Justice40 and the Energy Justice Dashboard 

● (Jan 2021) Executive Order 1408, Tackling the Climate 
Crisis at Home and Abroad established the Justice40 
Initiative

● 40% of the overall benefits of certain federal investments 
must flow to disadvantaged communities 

● Energy Justice Dashboard can be viewed as an 
accountability tool for advocates tracking investments 



Energy Policy Trends



● Uptick in clean energy development
○ Examples: solar (rooftop, community, 

farms); wind; energy efficiency, vehicle 
electrification, building electrification, 
geothermal

○ Positive drivers: Market forces, energy 
security and reliability, state and federal 
incentives

Trending Toward Progress



● Fossil Fuel Retirements
○ Coal plants and gas peaker plants
○ Factors: capacity / peak load; availability of other base load and flexible resources; 

political sentiment; reliability perceptions; cost and volatility; finite resources
● Just Transition

○ Coal and gas extraction
○ Tax base
○ Job training for clean energy careers

Trending Toward Progress



Grid Modernization

● Advanced/Smart meters
● Data access
● Third Party energy management
● Microgrids
● Smart switches 

○ Factors: 
■ cost and cost savings
■ potential environmental benefits
■  meaningful access to data
■ real-time outage reporting

Trending Toward Progress

Public Perception of Climate and Equity 
Policies

● Environmental + Economic + Health + 
Independence

● Equity considerations embedded (in 
theory)


