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Thank you for joining the Planning for Progress: Starting a Climate Action Plan for Your City webinar hosted 

by the African American Mayors Association and Environmental Defense Fund. See below for resource 

links to help get you started with the basics of Climate Action Planning. 

 
Background Documents 
 

What is climate change? 
Climate change refers to the long-term effects on temperature and weather patterns that are caused 
by human related activities that emit greenhouse gases, such as burning fossil fuels. Energy, 
industry, transport, buildings, agriculture and land use are among the main sectors causing 
greenhouse gases.  
 
Who is most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change? 
Climate change is expected to (and has already been shown to) have drastic negative impacts on 
human health. Children, socially vulnerable people, indigenous populations, older adults, people with 
chronic medical conditions, people with disabilities, workers, pregnant, breastfeeding and postpartum 
women are the populations most vulnerable to climate impacts due to a number of social and 
physiological factors.  
 
How do different communities experience the impacts of climate change? 
Some U.S. communities have access to resources that help them prepare, endure and recover from 
impacts of climate change. Many do not due to decades of racist housing and infrastructure 
development, unequal protection of environmental laws, labor market discrimination and other 
systemic issues that have created disparities and disadvantages across America.  
 
What are some other benefits of climate action?  
Additional positive outcomes that result from mitigative or adaptive climate action are referred to as 
co-benefits. These can include things such as reduced energy costs, the creation of green jobs, lower 
traffic congestion, etc. 

 

Resources to get you started 
 

EDF’s Local Climate Action Page: Updates from EDF’s Community Engagement team on climate 
action planning work, including training opportunities and resources. 
 
Climate Action Planning Steps for Cities: High-level first steps recommended for cities engaging in 
the process of creating and implementing a climate action plan. 
 
Climate Action Priorities for Cities: Detailed spreadsheet of potential actions for cities to take for 
reducing emissions, divided into 12 key categories.  
 
Climate Action Planning Guide: Strategy guide for local communities starting climate action 
planning.  
 

Climate Action Plan Starter Kit 

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change
https://www.epa.gov/climateimpacts/climate-change-and-human-health-whos-most-risk
https://climatevulnerabilityindex.org/about/
https://www.cdp.net/en/research/global-reports/co-benefits-climate-action
https://www.edf.org/empowering-local-leaders-climate-action
https://peopleforclimateaction.org/climate-action-planning-steps/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1K78ynLgE2vJsL3B4JqCm6S5Zmy0mAL-Qy0u-OcC7qOg/edit?usp=sharing
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/fileadmin/csc/documents/csccapguide2014.pdf
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Local Action Framework: A Guide to Help Communities Achieve Energy and Environmental 
Goals: Best practices and lessons learned from the Environmental Protection Agency on how local 
and tribal governments can plan, implement and evaluate new or existing energy or environmental 
projects. 
 
Clean Energy Tax Incentives (Direct Pay): Direct pay allows governments to treat the amount of 
certain credits as a payment against tax on their tax returns and as a result receive direct payments 
for certain clean energy tax credits.   
 
C40 Climate Action Planning Guide: Knowledge hub dedicated to building a climate action plan in 
alignment with the Paris Agreement, based on learnings from over 100 cities from around the globe. 

 
Resources to keep you going 
 

ICLEI Ambition Gap: Detailed list of findings and recommendations that indicate how local 
governments can push their climate action work from the planning phase to the implementation 
phase. *See page 19 to find out your city’s Climate Action Implementation Readiness score. 
 
C40 Cities Climate Transition Framework: A framework to update climate action plans to 
incorporate climate adaptation, resiliency and equity. Also includes guidance on how to align a 
climate action plan with the goals of the Paris Agreement. 

 
Examples of Climate Action Plans 
 

• Cleveland, OH  
 

• Long Beach, CA 
 

• New Orleans, LA 

 
Climate Action Planning Practitioners  
 

• ICLEI 
 

• C40 
 

• Institute of Local Governments  
 

• Kim Lundgren Associates  
 

• Urban Sustainability Directors Network 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/documents/local_action_framework.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/documents/local_action_framework.pdf
https://cleanenergytaxnavigator.org/
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/guide-navigation?language=en_US&guideRecordId=a3t1Q0000007lEWQAY&guideArticleRecordId=a3s1Q000001iahhQAA
https://icleiusa.org/resources/the-ambition-gap-from-intent-to-implementation-in-local-climate-action-policy-brief/
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Cities-Climate-Transition-Framework?language=en_US
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/sustainablecleveland/pages/56/attachments/original/1731000500/2018_Cleveland_Climate_Action_Plan.pdf?1731000500
https://www.longbeach.gov/globalassets/lbcd/media-library/documents/planning/lb-cap/adopted-lb-cap_-aug-2022
https://nola.gov/nola/media/Climate-Action/2022/Net-Zero-by-2050-A-Priority-List-for-Climate-Action-in-New-Orleans.pdf
https://icleiusa.org/resources/
https://www.c40.org/what-we-do/raising-climate-ambition/research-and-knowledge/
https://www.ca-ilg.org/climate-action
https://resources.kimlundgrenassociates.com/resources
https://www.usdn.org/index.html#/

