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Environmental protections are under attack as never 
before. Here’s how EDF is meeting the moment.
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We’ve been dealt a winning hand on 
clean electricity.  
 
We can make electricity more affordable 
and less polluting. It’s now cheaper to 
build and operate a brand-new solar 
farm than a new natural gas power 
plant or even to keep an existing  
coal plant running. And with battery 
storage now cheaper than ever before, 
that clean energy can now be afford-
ably delivered even when it isn’t  
being produced. 

Last year, the investment bank Lazard 
reported that wind and solar installa-

tions in the U.S. provide electricity at the lowest cost — even without tax 
subsidies. The cost of new gas-fired plants has reached a 10-year high and 
coal remains one of the most expensive ways to generate electricity.  

Yet as the administration calls for “energy dominance,” it has canceled 
new clean energy projects, which made up more than 90% of new electric 
capacity added in 2024. Blocking wind and solar projects already under 
construction, canceling support for low-cost clean energy, and ordering 
aging and costly fossil fuel plants to run past their retirement dates will  
increase costs for everyone.  

We need more clean electricity to meet the growing needs of our economy 
and reduce the heavy costs that fossil fuel plants impose on our health 
and the stability of our climate. And we need to be innovative to deploy 
electricity quickly, efficiently and cleanly. This means clean power and an 
improved transmission grid.  

We also need rules at the federal and state level that incentivize power  
companies, grid operators and utilities to implement new solutions that 
can help us more efficiently utilize our existing infrastructure, reduce costs 
for consumers and fully leverage clean energy resources. For instance, new 
technologies can send more power through existing transmission lines at 
minimal extra cost. Adding new lines alongside existing roads and power 
lines is quicker and cheaper than building them on undeveloped land. 

It’s crucial that we pioneer new ways of delivering electricity to homes, 
businesses and factories. A new law in California that EDF championed 
for more than a decade now does just that by allowing Western states to 
connect their electricity markets and create a cheaper, cleaner and more 
reliable electric system. It’s a move that could save consumers up to  
$1 billion a year while cutting climate pollution by 39% (see page 4). 

EDF is working with partners here in the U.S. and around the world to  
use bold, innovative strategies and technologies to drive down pollution 
quickly and affordably, while creating an energy system that benefits us all. 
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For decades, natural systems like forests, oceans and wetlands  
have absorbed nearly half the climate pollution humans have 
dumped into the atmosphere. But these systems are feeling the heat. 

Wetlands naturally release about one-third of all global methane 
emissions. Their emissions might double if current warming trends 
continue. At the same time, wetlands support 40% of all species, 
soak up carbon dioxide and floodwaters, and protect coastlines  
from storm surges. EDF is spearheading research to understand  
where and how wetlands are releasing more methane  
and testing simple ways to bring these beautiful  
bogs back into balance.  

Future-proofing wetlands
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE FUND
One of the world’s leading international nonprofit 
organizations, Environmental Defense Fund creates 
transformational solutions to the most serious 
environmental problems. Supported by more than 
3.5 million members and activists, EDF’s scientists, 
economists, attorneys and policy experts are working  
in more than 30 countries to turn our solutions into action.
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Support our work
Donate online at edf.org/newsletter or by mail:  
EDF, Member Services, PO Box 98051, Washington,  
DC 20090-8051. For inquiries, contact 800-684-3322  
or email members@edf.org.
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