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The U.S. Climate Vulnerability Index (CVI) compiles socioeconomic
and environmental data to provide a comprehensive picture of

Low-income households o ; i o
spend three times more communities’ everyday challenges. Many Hispanic communities
on energy costs than non- face these barriers, and the CVI can help leaders create solutions

low-income households. that lower costs and improve quality of life.

Here, we use the CVI to examine three communities with substantial Hispanic populations: South Phoenix, East Houston, and

North Philadelphia—zooming in on the data about lived experiences to inspire action and foster a healthier and safer future for all.
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South Phoenix faces extreme heat, with minimal green Limited Economic

space and significantly warmer temperatures in underserved Opportunity Housing Access
and low-income communities. Residents are severely

impacted by ozone pollution due to low elevation and 99 98

highway and industrial presence, leading to a high number

of unhealthy air days. The adjacent Maryvale community .

contains the residual presence of DDT, a dangerous Pollution Low Income
agricultural chemical known to threaten human health. 97 96



https://map.climatevulnerabilityindex.org/map/cvi_overall/usa?mapBoundaries=Tract&mapFilter=0&reportBoundaries=Tract&geoContext=State
https://map.climatevulnerabilityindex.org/map/cvi_overall/usa?mapBoundaries=Tract&mapFilter=0&reportBoundaries=Tract&geoContext=State
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In addition to experiencing high costs of living compounded Costs Opportunity
by limited economic opportunities, the Hispanic community
in North Philadelphia faces challenges with physical health
(99th percentile). Life expectancy (96th percentile) and
. S Mental Health

maternal health (96th percentile) rank as significant challenges Disparity Iﬁ(;\;vegmployment

as well as the high presence of lead paint (98th percentile) and
pollution from chemical manufacturers (96th percentile).
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In the 2000s, East Houston became predominantly

Hispanic, and the 50-plus-mile Ship Channel in the

area is crowded with industrial facilities and busy with

heavy-duty trucks and cargo-handling equipment. This Lack of City
pollution contributes to decreased quality of living, Food Deserts Resources
and there is a 20-year discrepancy in life expectancy

between the east and west sides of Houston.

We encourage elected officials, advocacy groups, and concerned citizens to utilize Environmental Lati .
the U.S. Climate Vulnerability Index (CVI) as a resource that provides clear and /- Defense atino
~

compelling data about the unique challenges that specific communities face. Fund XLSEQQ/

If you'd like to speak with an expert, contact Allyn West at awest@edf.org.

' “The Climate Crisis Is A Latino Civil Rights Crisis” by UnidosUS (https://unidosus.org/blog/2024/03/25/the-climate-crisis-is-a-latino-civil-rights-crisis/).
2 “Report: Low-Income Households, Communities of Color Face High ‘Energy Burden’ Entering Recession” by American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE)
(https://www.aceee.org/press-release/2020/09/report-low-income-households-communities-color-face-high-energy-burden).
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